The Greatgtone Way

—=TO GREAT TEACHING

Care - Dream - Dare
Every child belongs. Every child achieves. Every child flourishes.
Our teaching is built on research, driven by relationships and e
inspired by our values. —d'w

Early Years Foundation Stage: The Greatstone Way

Curriculum Intent

The Early Years is where The Greatstone Way begins. It provides the first stage of every child's journey
through our curriculum and establishes the knowledge, experiences, attitudes and relationships that will
enable them to flourish throughout their time at Greatstone Primary School and beyond.

Whilst our Nursery and Reception curriculum follows the statutory Early Years Foundation Stage
framework, it has been carefully designed to reflect our school's vision, values and curriculum principles.
Every experience is purposeful, ensuring children build secure foundations whilst developing curiosity,
confidence, independence and a genuine love of learning.

EYFS and The Greatstone Way

Learning is organised around our six whole-school curriculum themes—Roots, Survivors, Explorers,
Inventors, Protectors and Legacy—allowing even our youngest children to explore the same big ideas that
continue throughout Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. This ensures that children experience a coherent
curriculum where knowledge, vocabulary and understanding are revisited, strengthened and extended year
after year.

Our unique coastal location is fundamental to our Early Years experience. Beach School, outdoor learning
and exploration of the local community provide authentic opportunities for children to ask questions,
investigate, create and develop a strong sense of belonging within the place they call home. These real-life
experiences inspire learning across every area of the curriculum while encouraging children to care for
themselves, others and the environment.

At Greatstone, we recognise that learning is strongest when home and school work together. We value the
partnerships we build with families and the wider community, celebrating children's achievements and
creating opportunities for parents to become active participants in their child's learning journey.

As children move from Nursery into Reception, and from Reception into Year 1, learning is carefully
sequenced so that transitions are purposeful and seamless. The curriculum has been designed to ensure
children develop the confidence, resilience and independence needed for the next stage of their education
while remaining true to our shared vision that every child will learn to Care, Dream and Dare.

The Early Years is not simply preparation for school—it is the beginning of a lifelong learning journey.
Through The Greatstone Way, we aim for every child to leave Reception as a happy, capable and confident
learner who is ready to embrace future challenges with curiosity, kindness and ambition.




Early Learning Zones

Within the Early Learning Zone at Greatstone Primary School, our practice is underpinned by the principles
of the EYFS statutory framework, with a strong emphasis on high levels of involvement and engagement.
We recognise that it is during sustained shared thinking and deep engagement that children make the most
meaningful progress. We prioritise an understanding of how children learn, not solely what they learn. The
Characteristics of Effective Learning are embedded throughout our provision, recognising the early years
as a critical period in which children develop learning behaviours, dispositions, and attitudes that support
lifelong learning. Our British Values are threaded throughout everything we do, including children’s voice
and choice (Democracy), independence and choice (Individual Liberty), understanding rules and
expectations (Rule of Law) and kindness, diversity and inclusion (Mutual Respect and Tolerance). As new
concepts are taught and introduced, children will revisit their prior learning as part of the ongoing curriculum
through direct teaching and opportunities in the continuous provision, supporting children to then revise,
revisit and deepen their knowledge.

We place greater value on depth and security of learning than on progression through developmental
statements or phases. Children are considered secure in their learning when they can demonstrate
knowledge and skills consistently and apply them across a range of contexts. As children do not learn in
fixed ‘terms’, our Educational Programme outlines intended curriculum coverage across the year, while
remaining responsive to children’s developmental readiness and interests. Learning is driven by children’s
interests and interactions within the environment. Planning is therefore flexible and responsive, informed by
ongoing assessment and high-quality observations. We follow the non-statutory guidance of Birth to Five
Matters, which supports our understanding of child development across age ranges and recognises the
significant developmental differences that may exist within a single cohort.

In practice, this means we:

- Plan learning experiences that are responsive to children’s interests and emerging needs.

- Ensure depth of learning through a balance of adult-led, guided, and child-initiated experiences.

- Use observational assessment to inform next steps and evaluate children’s independent learning.

- Review and adapt planning throughout the year, acknowledging that children’s development is not linear
and involves multiple interconnected strands.

- Embed the Characteristics of Effective Learning consistently from Nursery through to the end of
Reception, supporting children in becoming school ready.

- Identify and address barriers to participation, ensuring inclusive practice for all children.

- Actively listen to and value the child’s voice, recognising both verbal and non-verbal communication as
central to assessment and planning.

All children enter our setting with diverse backgrounds and experiences. By prioritising positive
relationships and providing enabling environments, we support children’s emotional security, sense of
belonging, and individual development. Recognising and valuing children’s prior experiences is
fundamental to our inclusive practice and enables us to meet the needs of every child effectively.

The Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage EYFS reforms 2020 states:

“Play is essential for children’s development, building their confidence as they learn to explore,
relate to others, set their own goals and solve problems. Children learn by leading their own play,
and by taking part in play which is guided by adults.”
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Quality Texts Used Throughout Year B
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Why are we repeating story times throughout each term?

Reading the same five high-quality texts daily across a term in Nursery and Reception is a deliberate approach to strengthen language, comprehension, and
engagement. Repeated reading allows children to become familiar with the story, so they can focus on understanding meaning, predicting events, and
retelling with confidence.

It also supports vocabulary development. Carefully chosen texts and traditional tales expose children to rich language, and repetition helps them internalise
and use new words in context.

This approach is particularly supportive for children with English as an additional language and those with less developed language skills. Familiarity reduces
cognitive load, enabling all children to access the story, join in, and build confidence over time.

Revisiting a core set of books also allows for deeper teaching of language, story structure, and key concepts, ensuring learning is embedded. As a result,
children develop strong foundations for comprehension and a positive attitude towards reading.
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e my words and gestures to communicate needs
My Emations and how b express them
Special people who help me
KMaking friends
The COETL and whak they mean ta me

How to use my table manners

rean 3 NURSERY -
Explore my own mind and m F‘
Chall=nge my awn bady to ma

How to share my play with others

How to try new things confidently

How to share mi néw Experisnces
Talk about my own fealings

PERSONAL, SOCIAL
AND EMOTIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

TERM 5
Demonstrate my frendly behaviowr
Form nelat ps with my peers and adults

Megatiate and cooperate with others
Discuss strategies to solve conflicts
Share my own ideas
Understand that my actions can harm athérs and
find kinder ways of daing things

We plan engaging activities that promote cooperation and
confidence, and we observe children carefully to support their
individual development. Our planning is guided by Birth to
Five Matters, ensuring children progress in line with their own
needs and stages of development. Strong relationships
between adults and children are at the heart of our practice,
helping children feel confident to explore, learn and grow.

TERM 2

How To play alongside others
Develap my table manners
How ta cope with my growing emotions
Building relationships with others

Hew to share

Routines and how | can help

TERM 4

Explore the feelings of others and how
Elate to

¥ can do

Personal, Social and Emotional Development

At Greatstone School and Nursery, we understand that nursery
may be a child’s first experience away from their main carers. We
place a strong emphasis on building secure, positive relationships
so children feel safe, valued and confident. Through a supportive
and stimulating environment, children are encouraged to develop
independence, resilience and social skills. They learn how to share,
take turns, listen to others and build friendships at their own pace,
supported by caring adults.

How to be assertive, negotiate and compromise

Explare my dwn independence
Talk abauk my own AChiEvements,
using the language from the CoETL

Care for myself hygienically
Independently follow routines
Explare my world and take my own risks
Salving problems for mysalf

How' to camprom ise and why this helps everyonsa
Explore my own feelings and the feelings of others

TERM 1 Haow ta be a good friend and where | belang in
my new world
Haw | fit into my warld and how my warld fits inta How respect Tlu.’ws bath wiys
sy pikay Exprass my cown feelings and relate them

to the rones of regulation
Rise to expectations, fallow instructions
and lsten ta others

“

How | can make bath big and Httle friends and how
they can help me
How ta look after my cwn things
Calebrate my achievements/CoETL
Explore Opal safely

(\
. YEARR —

TERM 4

Hew to articulate my cwn wants and needs
What sharing lnoks like
Use the CoETL ta celebrate my own success
Begin ba use the Zones of Regulations effectively to
express amotions

TERM 3

Tackle conflicts
Crganise and care for my own belongings
Work with others and extend my own
learning

PERSONAL, SOCIAL
AND EMOTIONAL

DEVELOPMENT
TERM 6

Find the canfidence to affer opinians and act
sensitively to prejudices and discrimination
Know when to seek or be willing to accept suppart
fram adults far ‘emational refuelling”.

‘What the Zones of Regulation mean bo me

TERM 5

Explare my wider warld with confidence
and discower how | can influence others
Ensure my own safety whilst
challenging my cwn skills
How | s be a kind friend and collaborate
with others

¢ =



Physical Development

At Greatstone School and Nursery, we believe that children
learn best when their brains, bodies, and minds develop
together. Physical development plays a key role in this,
supporting not only learning but also confidence,
independence, and well-being.

When children feel strong and capable in their bodies, they
are more likely to feel confident trying new things and
developing important life skills. We also know that healthy
habits formed early can last a lifetime. That's why we
encourage positive choices around exercise, healthy eating,
and emotional well-being. Giving children plenty of
opportunities to move, play, and explore helps them build the
strength and coordination they need for everyday tasks,
including writing and fine motor skills.

TERM 1

Understands how to keep their body healthy
Shows increasing awareness of msessing and managing risks

safely
Explores a range of small tooks safely to oreate different
effects

TERM 3

Forms recognisable letters with Increasing accuracy, Including
curly caterplllars, zigzag monsters, long laddars and one-
armed robots
Megotiates space and obaracies safely with Increzsing
confidence and control

PHYSICAL
DEVELOPMENT

TERM 5

Uses taols, including scissars, with inor sasing contr ol and d

confidence

Uses a tripod grip to develop pencil control and improve
presenta tion

Aszemzem rizks and tackles new challenges with growing
confidence

TERM 1

Diseay

Maving my whale Body

Explare different tools, including those far mark making
Manage my own personal needs
Explore what my body can do, including clim bing,

balancing and remaining safe

Manage my own s=if care

Develop my own table manners

Follaw rautines from ham
and handwash
Use wheeled tays wi

Develap my fine motor growth
Take control of my awn clothing

TERM 3

Challenging my own body, explaring whes

t prompits

mall abjects

Solve awn problems when moving and climbing
Develop pencil control through mark making

TERM 2

Shows inoreasing awareness of posture and bady control
Understands the importance of healthy =ating and habits

SuCTess.

’ Uses toolks, incuding scssors, with increasing control and

Healthy eating and healthy habits

TERM 4

Y E A ? Formsrecognisable letterswith increasing accuracy and
comect letter formation

Uses cutlery with increasing control, coordination and

independencs

Negotiates space safely and confidently when maoving around

others and obstacles

Uses tool s effectively to shape and modify matenalswith

increasing cont ro

TERM &

Drevelops fine motor control through sewing and weaving
adivities, showing increasing confidena, coordination and

perseverance

Megotiates space salely and confidently when moving around
others and obstades.

Uses todl s purpasefully to shape and modify materialks,
showing increasing controd and coordinatian

what my bady can do

mare skills, such as pedalling,
balanting and hodding the handles to remain safe
Explore my own independence when toileting and drassing

Follaw routine of home in regard to taileting

TERM 2

Express myself thraugh song
Develap my awn self help skills when eating and

toiletin
Lising mark making imip|

et [ ip ke
make marks
Following my toileting routine at hame, in nursery
E

xploring my own capabilities, including moving ak speed,

avoiding obstacles and ball contral

iild bBlocks to make small

Chlimbing with increacing confidenos
Explore baoks more independenthy
Independent toileting

PHYSICAL
DEVELOPMENT

Explare my own mark making skills, pivoting from

shoulder to elbow

Challenge myself with some risky behaviour within my
1 safe environment
Build on my vocabulary to describe movements, such as pinching,
pulling and squeszing
Independent with toileting and moest dressing

Our free-flow access to an exciting outdoor environment,
including OPAL provision across the school, allows children to
be active, curious learners. We encourage them to take safe,
supported risks, try new challenges, and build resilience. By
developing both large movements (such as running, climbing,
and balancing) and smaller, more precise movements, we help
children grow into confident, happy learners—because strong
foundations in movement support success in every area of
learning



TERM 3

 NURSERY,

COMMUNICATION AND
LANGUAGE

ith athers
ries joining in with famils r pa s
ecabubr to = phin kleazand de 2k p pla

Sha res rezanrces a nd spacas

Enjoys rhymies a
Uzaztalk and
Extends ideas through language with adult suppornt

Follows instructions through games and challenges

Use= new vocabulary in different situations
Uses props to develop stonyteling and book vocabulary

TERM 5

< S

Makes predictions in stories

Explores wha, what and where through games and play

Takes tums and Estens during conversations

Communication underpins all areas of learning, supporting
children’s physical development, personal, social and
emotional skills, and overall learning. We value children’s
home languages and work closely with families to support
bilingual development, recognising this as a strength, while
our mixed-age Early Learning Zone provides a language-
rich environment where children learn from and support one
another.

TERM 2

Enjoys boolks linked to different cultures and celebr ations

TERM 4

Explores prepositions through games and songs

s fee

Uses Bnguag ngs

Demonstrates Estening skills in conver sations

Communication and Language

Communication and Language is a Prime Area of learning within
the EYFS and is central to children’s development. Through
warm, responsive serve and return interactions, our practitioners
support children to become confident communicators who feel
listened to and valued. Children develop their listening,
understanding, and speaking skills through play and everyday
interactions, using not only spoken language but also music,
movement, signing, and early mark-making.

F ollow s miore com plex instructions with minim.al repetition

TERM 6

Explores, understands and uses some rhyming language

TERM 1

Follows instructions, including two-part instructions
Takes turns and listens to others during play and
conversations
Asks questions, including who, what and where
questions

Retells familiar stories using language and key events

from the text

TERM 3

| share my ideas and listen to others
| join in with discussions and social situations
| contribute ideas in small group discussions
| can use past and present tense in discussions
| can retell stories, recall key events, and make predictions

TERM 5

Speaks confidently with peers and adults
Talks through ideas and plans ahead
Makes predictions and discusses what might happen next
in stories
Takes part in whole-class discussions, listening and
responding appropriately.
Retells events and links them to stories and past
experiences
Develops vocabulary through guestioning and
conversations in play

TERM 2
| join in with story times and familiar refrains
I can hold one-to-one conversations
| join in with songs and rhymes
| listen to stories and share my ideas
| can discuss stories and settings
I use and explore new vocabulary

<k

“—YEARR _,

COMMUNICATION AND
LANGUAGE

Y

TERM 4

Speaks in full sentences and listens to others” responses
Shares ideas and opinions confidently through play
Uses statements and questions appropriately in
conversation
Initiates conversations with familiar adults and peers
Extends vocabulary through questioning and discussion

TERM 6

Uses conjunctions to extend ideas and thinking
Develops a wider vocabulary through questioning and
exploration of new words
Uses past, present, and future tense appropriately
Retells stories in detail, using actions and props to support
play



Literacy

At Greatstone School and Nursery, we encourage a love of
reading from an early age and believe that positive
experiences with books help children become confident,
motivated learners. Children enjoy sharing stories, songs, and
rhymes, which support the development of language, listening
skills, and imagination. We help children recognise sounds
and familiar words, building the foundations they need to
begin reading with confidence and enjoyment. Books are part
of everyday learning and are valued as both meaningful and
pleasurable experiences. Writing allows children to share their
thoughts, ideas ,and experiences in a variety of ways.

TERM1

Joins in with familiar finger rhymes and songs
Uses large tools to make marks with purpose

Handles books carefully and appropriately \
Extends vocabulary through props and storytelling
Begins to listen for and recognise different sounds

Marks with increasing control and intention

Takes part in rhythm and music activities, responding to F

sounds and actions
Listens to familiar stories and joins in with refrains

Perseveres with mark making and begins to give meaning
to marks
Recognises phonemes, particularly those in their own

LITERACY

Listens to and joins in with traditional tales.

TERM 5

Experiments with familiar story language in play
Repeats familiar refrains g
Differentiates between different sounds
Identifies rhyming words in stories and songs
Uses an expanding vocabulary and experiments with
new words in play
Ascribes meaning to marks

TERM 1

TERM 2

Joins in with stories, rhymes, and songs

TERM 2

Use play to explore and develop story language
Extends play and ideas through puppets and props
Develops fine motor skills and dexterity through
perseverance
Demonstrates phonological awareness through play
Shows awareness of story structure in different ways
Sequences familiar stories
Understands that print carries mean

TERM 4

Explores instruments to create different sounds
Uses repeated refrains and phrases to develop story
language
Distinguishes between different marks and meanings
Writes some letters in their own name
Uses fine motor skills to complete tasks with
perseverance
Demonstrates phonological awareness through play

TERM 6

Retells familiar stories in their own words
Uses a range of tools to mark make with purpose
Joins in with repeated refrains
Draws a range of shapes
Applies phonics knowledge through play
Retells and sequences familiar stories
Retells at least five traditional tales

Children learn to write through talking, practising handwriting, and
learning how sounds come together to form words. We provide
many opportunities for children to write through play and real-life

- F
v .
B g Develops letter formation
P . Re famili i
T T D ST, s, 7 S etells familiar stories lhruu%h small world play and
Identifies initial sounds in words . BLmRCts . .
. . Predicts and retells events in stories
Draws and begins to label own creations N N
. . : ’ Uses knowledge from non-fiction texts in play
Develops increasing control when using a pencil Expl & making tool d writi
Discusses stories, sequences events, and identifies main S B WS (A A SETe U W (TS
characters

Explores pressure and control in mark making
Answers questions about drawings with support TERM 4

; Writes phonetically plausible words and captions
TERM 3 Y E A R R with correctly formed letters

Forms many letters from different letter families Demonstrates understanding of stories through
: correctly : 7 writing and play
Writes CVC, CVCC words, and simple captions Joins in with stories, rhymes, and songs
Retells stories in sequence using story language and key

LITERACY

details
Applies vocabulary from fiction and non-fiction texts in
play
Explores dictated words using letters and a range of
methods e TERM 6
TERM 5 Understands and applies vocabulary from books
and stories in learning
Sequences stories using pictures

Writes phonetically plausible words and sentences
Applies new vocabulary from stories in play and writing Writes simple instructions
Discusses information discovered through books and Explores and adapts stories through storytelling
technology activities
Orders words in sentences with minimal support. Forms lowercase letters with minimal support
Spells some common exception wards correctly and Reads and writes many common exception words
uses resources to support spelling independently

activities, such as drawing, mark-making, and writing for a
purpose, helping writing feel fun and relevant. The Reception year
is a vital time for building strong foundations in both reading and
writing, supporting children as they continue their learning journey
throughout school and beyond.



' Mathematics
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At Greatstone School and Nursery, we prioritise early mathematics
to ensure children develop secure foundations in number, shape,
space, and measure. Mathematics is taught through purposeful,
play-based experiences that help children recognise numbers,
count, represent quantities, and apply their understanding in
meaningful contexts. Mathematical learning is embedded across
the environment, enabling children to explore concepts
independently and solve problems through play. Practitioners
support learning by modelling mathematical language, asking
effective questions, and extending children’s thinking.

ct s in play
Is li 1 smal

Compare two groups

Sort objects in different ways

Understand groups of object and march tw

o that are the
Joinin
Explo ds
Countaloud to 5
Recognise numerals to 5
Copy simple repeating patterns

MATHEMATICS

TERM 4

Compare two groups by looking

TERM 3

Compare long and short
Make numbers in different ways
Explain my counting
Create and continue ABAB patterns
| ean compare length, weight and capacity

l
Compares guantities using “more” and “less”
| can compare length, weight and capacity
Creates pictures using 2D shapes

TERM 6

Use the language of more and less
Recognise groups of 3
Compare full and empty

Solve simple mathematical problems
Describe where objects are
Use simple time language, including ‘next’, ‘before’ and ‘then’

TERM 5

| can count up to 3 objects d

Recognise groups of 1, 2 and sometimes
Natice simple pattern:
Count beyond 5
Subitise groups to 5
Explore, describe and name common 2D shapes

TERM 2

Represent numbers in different ways
Compare equal groups
Understand the concept of a whole

Opportunities to explore shape, space, and measure are L

provided through practical experiences such as water play,
outdoor activities, and sensory exploration. As a result,
children develop positive attitudes towards mathematics.
They are confident to talk about their ideas, notice patterns
and relationships, make connections, and persevere with
challenges, understanding that mistakes are part of the
learning process.

Count reliably to 5
Demonstrate 1:1 correspondence
Compare numbers
Explain which group has more or fewer
Sort and match objects
| can name and describe common 2D shapes

TERM 3

Count to 10
Order numbers to 5
Recall number bonds to 5
Represent numbers using fingers and dice
| can compare length, height, mass and capacity
Name and compare shapes

TERM §

Count beyond 20
Solve practical addition and subtraction prablems
Represent numbers with fingers and tens frames
Automatically recall number bonds to 5 and some to 10
Recognise and create repeating patterns
Understand that numbers are made of smaller parts

MATHEMATICS

<

Compare amounts
Compare mass, size and capacity
Create, copy and continue simple patterns

TERM 4

Double and share small amounts
Add and subtract using objects
Understand changes can create mare or less
Explore capacity
Use positional language confidently
Use language related to time and sequence

TERM 6

Explain patterns and relationships in number
Compare different groups of abjects
Recognise, create and explain patterns
Use mathematical language confidently in play and
adult-led learning
Recognise, name and describe 2D and 3D shapes



Understanding the World

children to extend their vocabulary and confidently share
their experiences, ideas, and questions about the world
around them.

Understands the importance of healthy eating
Compares different religions and recognises why they

are special (PC)
Compares the seasons and seasonal changes (TNW)
Recognises and discusses feelings in stories (PC)

Understands that technology has different purpases

Extends vocabulary through guestioning and

Recognises places that are special and explains why (PC)
Understands how to stay healthy, including dental

Discusses where different foods come from (TNW)

Compares weather and seasonal changes (TNW)
Knows who to trust and how to stay safe (PC)

Shares experiences that make people feel special
(PC)

Discusses similarities and differences between
parents' and grandparents’ lives (PC)

TERM 1

We believe that children need to understand who they are,
where they come from, their community, and the wider
world. Children arrive at the Early Learning Zone with a wide
range of experiences from home, all of which are valued and
form the foundation for learning. Adults support children to
notice, name and explain what they see, using real

Knows stories about different people and places. (PC)

puddles (TNW}

Begins to make sense of their own life story (PC)
Understands who is part of their family (PC)
Describes what they can see, hear, and smell using an
expanding vocabulary (TNW)

Explores how technology helps us in everyday life (TNW)

experiences, questioning and sharing ideas and thinking, in TERM 3
order to deepen understanding. We provide opportunities for Re;gﬁgi:js(:;;ﬂ;ﬁf;igffg;j;;;j;jff\':;;jiﬁj'[vptj)ﬂ

Listens to stories and relates them to their own
experiences (PC)
Understands how they have changed since babyhood
Explores water play and simple technology(MT)
Explores how materials feel and behave differently (MT)

TERM 5

Searches the environment for living things and
signs of life (TNW)

Understands how to care for the world around them

(TINVV)
Plants bulbs and seeds and explains how to care
for them (TNW)

Explains the life cycles of different animals through

real-life experiences (TNW)
Uses simple timelines to discuss past events
Uses iPads and cameras (MT)

TERM 2

Understands how technology helps people
communicate (MT)
Explores different animals and compares similarities
and differences (TNW)

Explains how people share different beliefs (PC)
Talks about people who are special to them,
including themselves (PC)

Uses a class timeline to discuss the past, present,

(MT) and future (TNW)

TERM 1

TERM 4

Understands changes in weather (TNW)
Compares living and non-living things (TNW)
Compares materials and their uses (MT)
Explores features of the wider world, including
coasts and trees (TNW)

Talks about changes within their own lifetime (PC)
Explains how seasons affect plants and animals
(TNW)

TERM 3

observation

““YEARR ™

hygiene UNDERSTANDING THE
WORLD

Understands how technology can record
information (MT)

TERM § TERM 6
Explains how plants grow and are cared for (TNW) X ) .
Discusses their immediate environment (TNVV) I can give examples of different celebrations and.
Understands that plants need water and sunlight different features of them (PC)
(TN I understand that the past is different to the present
Understands that animals need food and shelter (TNW)

1 understand similarities and differences
between people and places (PC)
I understand features of the natural world (TNW)
I will continue to challenge my body and how it
works (TNW)

Explores the natural environment, from grass to muddy

weteny m.. w3

@ -

I I U R s E R Y MNotices and compares plants and animals [TNW_]

UNDERSTANDING THE

¢

WORLD

A

TERM 2

Joins in with celebrations from different cultures and
recognises that people live in different ways (PC)
Selects, uses, and tidies resources independently
Develops a positive attitude towards differences

between people (PC)

Uses the interactive whiteboard to complete simple

tasks (MT)

Compares materials and describes how they behave

(M)

TERM 4

Observes the natural world through art (TN}

Takes part in planting and discusses growth (TNW)
Explores changes in the natural world over time
(TNW)

Understands the passage of time across the day,
month, and year (TW)

TERM 6

Understands that plants need water and sunlight to
grow (TNW)

Knows how to keep safe in warmer weather (TNWV)
Discusses observations using an increasing
vocabulary
Recognises that people live in different ways (TNW)
Uses everyday technology at home and school
MT,

Suggests why materials behave differently (MT)

Children deserve to experience awe and wonder, which fuels
curiosity and encourages exploration of their surroundings and the
natural and living world, both past and present. We strive to
develop inquisitive learners and problem-solvers who enjoy asking
guestions and exploring new ideas, growing into adults who
remain curious about the world. Most importantly, we want
children to know they are part of a big, exciting world and that they
can make a difference in whatever way they choose.



TERM 1

Explores different media and ways to express
themselves

Explores paint and malleable materials to create effects

Explores blocks and construction materials
Engages in imaginative play with peers
Explores the colours of the rainbow
Uses a range of tools effectively on different media

TERM 3

Keeps a simple beat
Mimics environmental sounds in play
Manipulates materials by squashing and pinching
Copies simple actions
Uses a variety of materials to create
Recreates familiar stories using props and puppets

TERM §

Explores how different toals change materials d

Creates closed shapes to represent objects
Explores the colour wheel and mixes colours
Performs songs, stories, and dances using props
Explores instruments and follows a rhythm

TERM 2

Explores instruments and responds to music

- vy
v o Creates instruments and experiments with sound
Uses resources to extend play ideas
Uses tools and materials, including spreading glue
Creates stories through role play and props
E Explores colour through mixing

TERM 4

N U R s E R ' —? Takes part in singing and movement activities

Discusses creations and adapts ideas during play
Selects materials to create independent designs
Explains choices and adapts work as needed

EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND
DESIGN

TERM 6

Listens and responds to a variety of sounds
Extends pretend play using objects imaginatively
Selects materials purposefully to create

Explores a range of tools and technigues
Uses pencils and tools to create more detailed work

TERM 1

Expressive Arts and Design

We want children to be imaginative and creative, and we
believe there is no better way to nurture this than through
art, music, dance, and role play.

Children deserve rich opportunities to explore a wide range
of materials, techniques, and creative processes, allowing
them to discover and develop their own creative strengths.
Within the Early Learning Zone, we provide experiences
that encourage children to experiment, get messy, learn
new skills, and use their growing imaginations to express
themselves, communicate with others, and extend their
vocabulary.

TERM 2

Joins in with a wider range of nursery rhymes and songs

We value creativity as a way for children to share their
thoughts, ideas, and emotions in different forms—whether
through music, movement, painting, or sculpture. Rather than
simply copying what already exists, we encourage children to
explore, invent, and broaden their understanding of the world
around them. Through these experiences, we support children
to become curious, imaginative learners and critical thinkers
who enjoy working alongside others, including new peers, and
engaging in sustained shared thinking.

Joins in with nursery rhymes and songs
Explores colour and design
Draws self-portraits
Mixes colours and makes predictions
Selects props to support imaginative play

Creates role play stories independently and with others

Selects materials purposefully to achieve a planned
outcome

TERM 4
TERM 3
Uses materials and props to extend play and E Y l A R R —? Creates independent designs through drawing, building,
and painting

interactions
Recreates familiar stories
Performs songs and dances.
Explores materials to create collages and artwork

Adapts plans when ideas change
Selects materials, shapes, and tools confidently to
complete tasks

EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND
DESIGN

TERM 5 TERM 6
Performs SOngs, Fian:es{andr poems confidently d Explores and combines a range of media and materials
Recreates stories using musical instruments and props Creates imaginative stories and performances through

Adapts and extends familiar stories through play play
Uses small world resources to develop ideas and
imaginative play

Uses props and resources to extend ideas creatively
Experiments with movement, music, and rhythm
Selects toals and materials purposefully to create



Assessment in the Early Years

Assessment within the Early Years at Greatstone Primary School is continuous, purposeful and centred
around understanding each child as an individual learner. It is not viewed as a series of isolated tasks or
tests, but as an integral part of everyday teaching and learning that informs the next steps for every child.
We believe that children demonstrate secure learning when they can apply their knowledge, skills and
understanding independently, consistently and across a range of different contexts. Practitioners gather
evidence naturally through high-quality interactions, careful observation, purposeful questioning and
meaningful learning experiences, ensuring that assessment remains authentic and child-centred.

Assessment is used to:

o identify children's strengths and celebrate achievements;
recognise misconceptions and barriers to learning at the earliest opportunity;
inform responsive teaching and adapt provision to meet individual needs;
ensure all children make strong progress from their individual starting points;
plan appropriate challenge, support and intervention where required;
support smooth transitions between Nursery, Reception and Year 1.

What assessment looks like
Assessment evidence is gathered through a range of approaches, including:
e high-quality observations during child-initiated and adult-directed learning;
professional dialogue between practitioners;
interactions and sustained shared thinking with children;
children's independent application of knowledge and skills;
carefully selected examples of children's work and creations;
e contributions from parents and carers about learning beyond school.
Rather than relying on large quantities of recorded evidence, practitioners use their professional judgement
to identify significant learning, ensuring that their time is focused on teaching, interacting and extending
children's learning.

Tracking Progress

Children's progress is monitored throughout the year against the educational programmes and Early
Learning Goals. Assessment information is reviewed regularly to identify patterns, celebrate progress and
ensure that no child is overlooked.

Where additional support is required, staff work closely with families and other professionals to provide
timely interventions that enable every child to succeed.

Working in Partnership with Families

Parents and carers are a child's first educators and play a vital role in the assessment process. We value
the knowledge families have of their children and encourage regular communication throughout the year.
Significant achievements from home are celebrated alongside learning in school, providing a more
complete picture of each child's development and ensuring learning is supported consistently between
home and school.

Statutory Assessment

Children complete the Reception Baseline Assessment within the first six weeks of starting Reception, in
line with national statutory requirements. This assessment provides a national starting point for measuring
progress across primary education and does not produce individual outcomes for children or parents.

At the end of Reception, practitioners complete the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP). This
statutory assessment summarises each child's attainment against the Early Learning Goals and identifies
whether they are working at the expected level of development. The EYFSP is shared with parents and
Year 1 teachers to ensure a smooth transition and to support the next stage of each child's learning
journey.



